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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1,7,16-24 are pending. Claims 2-6 and 8-15 have been canceled. 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 8/24/05 
has been entered. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1 ,7, and 16-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 , line 6, "said tools and/or materials" lacks a proper antecedent basis. It 
appears "materials " should be -processes-. 

In claim 1, lines 11-12, the phrase " a menu of tools and processes to be certified 
or recertified" is misdescriptive, since it is the user not the tools or processes which is 
being certified or recertified. Claim 7, lines 13-14 have a similar problem. 

Claim 7, lines 8-9, "said user access means" lacks a clear antecedent basis. 
Claim 16, line 8 has a similar problem. 
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Claim 17, lines 2-3, "the minimum training time limit" lacks a proper antecedent 
basis. It is suggested that "the" be changed to -- a-. Claims 19, 22 and 24 have a 
similar problem. 

Claim 17, lines 5-6, appear misdescriptive, since it is determined whether the 
potential user (specialist) has the required prerequisite not if the trainer has the 
prerequisite. See figure 7 and its description. Similar comments apply to claim 19, lines 
5-6. 

Claim 21, lines 5, the phrase " said tools and/or unless " is unclear. It appears - 
processes- should be inserted before "unless". 

Claim 22, lines 5-6, appear misdescriptive, since it is determined whether the 
potential user (specialist) has the required prerequisite not if the trainer has the 
prerequisite. See figure 7 and its description. Claim 24 has a similar problem. Also in 
claim 22, line 5, "the trainer" lacks a proper antecedent basis. 

Claim 23 appear to contradict the limitations of parent claim 22 in regards to 
when an audit is or isn't performed. It appears that claim 23 should depend on claim 21 
not claim 22. 

The remaining claims fall with the parent claims. 

5. Claims 1 ,7,16, and 21 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome 
the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

6. Claims 1 7-20 and 22-24 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to 
include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Bly et al. 2002/0087345 and Hekmatpour 5,644,686 ( both previously cited ) are 
the closest art of record. The prior art however in regards to claim 1 fails to teach or 
suggest the claimed combination including said prohibiting step includes locking user 
access to said tools and/or processes until granting access according to said record and 
providing a training means with access for certifying and recertifying of a potential user 
including providing a menu of tools and processes to be certified or recertified and 
providing means for selection of tools and processes for the potential user to be certified 
or recertified to use and providing a listing for selection of trainers who are in the 
database to train the potential user to be certified or recertified. Similar comments apply 
to claim 7. 

The prior art however in regards to claim 21 and its dependent claims fails to 
teach or suggest the claimed combination including prohibiting access to said tools 
and/or processes unless the user is certified according to said record at said 
certification database; auditing a person to be a user comprising the steps of 
determining if the audit is a subform or a primary form where said subform addresses 
devices that use unique combinations/sequences of steps to build a device and 
operations on a tool; and if a primary form or subform determining if the audit is an initial 
certification or recertification. Similar comments apply to claim 16 and its dependent 
claims. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven R. Garland whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3741 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo Picard can be reached on 571-272-3749. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Steven R Garland 
Examiner 
Art Unit 21 25 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




